national government subject to such agreed adjustments as
may be necessary for the duration of the war, such Govern-
ment being responsible to a duly elected assembly. Being
isolated from the Working Committee, except Shrimati Sarojini
Devi, I do not know its present mind. But the Committee is
not likely to have changed its mind.
M. K. Gandhi
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The Viceroy's Hous.^
New Delhi,
5th February, 1943
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
Many thanks for your letter of 29th January which I have
just received. I have read it, as always, with great care and
with every anxiety to follow your mind and to do full justice
to your argument. But I fear that my view of the responsibility
of Congress and of yourself personally for the lamentable dis-
orders of last autumn remains unchanged.
In my last letter I said that my knowledge of the fact$;>
left me no choice but to regard the Congress movement, and
you as its authorized and fully empowered leader at the time
of the decision of last August, as responsible for the campaign
of violence and crime that subsequently broke out. In reply
you have reiterated your request that I should attempt to
convince you that my opinion is correct. I would readily have
responded earlier to that request were it not that your letters
gave no indication, such as I should have been entitled to expect,
that you sought the information with an open mind. In each
of them you have expressed profound distrust of the publishrjjj
reports of the recent happenings, although in your last letter,
on the basis of the same information, you have not hesitated
to lay the whole blame for them on the Government of India.
In the same letter you have stated that I cannot expect you to
accept the accuracy of the official reports on which I rely. It
is not therefore clear to me how you expect or even desire me
to convince you of anything. But in fact, the Government of
India have never made any secret of their reasons for holding
the Congress and its leaders responsible for the deplorable ac^
of violence, sabotage and terrorism that have occurred sines
the Congress resolution of the 8th August declared a "mass
struggle" in support of its demands, appointed you as its leader
and authorized all Congressmen to act for themselves in the
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